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Comprehension is key to learning and understanding your environment. Many children with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) have difficulty understanding what has been said to them.  Difficulty understanding can lead to behaviours such as controlling (through talking on limited topics or dominating the conversation) or avoiding (through physical withdrawal or challenging behaviours). There are many strategies that can be used to support comprehension, some of which are listed below. Your speech-language pathologist (SLP) will have some further suggestions and resources. 
· Give clear, concise and concrete instructions. Reduce the number of steps in instructions.
· Use direct language. Avoid using a question to give an instruction. Do not use idioms.
· Allow significant processing time (five to ten seconds) when talking. Do not give too much information without allowing processing time. 
· Use models (peers, video, work samples, role-play and photos) and concrete examples to support comprehension and develop links with known information.
· Recognise that comprehension skills in students with ASD are often context or routine specific. The student may be able to complete a two-part instruction in the Prep classroom but not in the music room or playground.
· Explain and point out the use of common non-verbal language used by others such as pointing, basic facial expressions and personal space. Attach this information to everyday interactions or situations to develop meaning.
· Many students with ASD demonstrate a discrepancy between their reading level and their ability to comprehend what they have read. Ensure that students with ASD understand that they read for meaning and provide comprehension strategies to support their decoding, such as visual or graphic prompts.
· When a student is distressed and/or anxious, verbal communication may be difficult. Use limited, simple language to give a key message and support with visuals. 
· More suggestions for supporting comprehension may be found in the following tip sheet: Communicating effectively with a child with ASD - ideas for modifying your language.
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