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Outside School Hours Care (OSHC) is a facility provided by many schools and recreational groups and may be available at your child’s school. Your child with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), just like any other child, has the right to attend OSHC. If your family is likely to access OSHC, it is important that you discuss this with the school and ask them about what OSHC options are available. 

The Department of Education, Employment, and Workplace Relations (DEEWR) acknowledges that children with disability may require additional support and assistance during OSHC and provides funding to allow this to occur. 
Eligible childcare services including OSHC facilities can apply for an Inclusion Support Subsidy (ISS) to “improve their capacity to include children with ongoing high support needs in quality child care” (http://www.deewr.gov.au). 
Essentially, the ISS provides funding to allow for an increase in adult support and represents a contribution towards the costs associated with employing an additional child care worker. Your child’s OSHC facility can apply for the ISS through the local Inclusion Support Agency (ISA). An Inclusion Support Facilitator will work with the OSHC to develop a Service Support Plan (SSP) and determine appropriate levels of support.
The maximum funding available to eligible children is equivalent to: 25 hours of care per week for 42 weeks of the year during term time; support for eight hours per day for six days during pupil free days; and 40 hours of care per week for 12 weeks of the year during vacation periods. Funding levels will be determined by the national Inclusion Support Subsidy Provider.
If your child will be attending OSHC, this is another significant transition as your child will need to become familiar with a new location, new staff, new children and a new routine. It is important that you prepare your child for this transition and work with the school and the OSHC to support your child. This transition could be incorporated into your child’s transition plan. 
If your child will be accessing an OSHC, some factors for your consideration are listed below: 

· While at the school, before you enrol, investigate the local OSHC facilities. This is often easier and can save time going back to view the OSHC at a later date. At this time it is also helpful to talk with the school about how they support their local OSHC staff and service. 

· Once you have selected a school, consider how you will plan the initial transition to OSHC. Plan a time to talk with the OSHC coordinator and discuss whether they currently support children with disability and if they are familiar with the process of applying for the ISS. Provide the OSHC with information about your child. The ‘Developing an individual profile’  section in the transition booklet is a helpful option.
· Consider how you will introduce and transition your child to OSHC using something like a  story-based intervention or a vertical schedule.
· Consider how you can support the OSHC team to provide an engaging environment for your child. Traditionally, OSHC has limited structure. Activities and experiences are provided, however, children have the opportunity to select what they would like to engage in. If you feel that this choice based format may be overwhelming for your child, you may like to talk to staff about strategies to provide your child with support. Services may have a range of strategies already in place.

· Consider how your child will transition from OSHC to school in the morning and from school to OSHC in the afternoon. Children may be required to walk to and from OSHC independently or meet at a location within the school. If this is a task that you feel your child may find challenging, talk with your child’s classroom teacher and the OSHC coordinator to see what strategies may be possible to assist your child. 

· Consider how you will communicate important information between home, school and OSHC. Keeping all stakeholders ’in the loop’ is important to provide consistent support to your child. You may decide to use a communication book to record important information, arrange for a quick chat once a week or communicate via email. The obtaining information from caregivers section of the transition booklet provides communication templates that may be adapted.
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Tips for outside school hours care











